When I was entering the college of architecture, one of my friends and I decided to learn drawing skills together.  The first practice was to draw a gypsum statue called Agrippa, using charcoal.  We both did our best but the result was you guess not that good.  The teacher corrected our works with this remark which stayed long: “Normally the beginners tend to draw an image of themselves instead of the exact beauty of the statue.” I then looked at my friend’s first masterpiece.  It was true.  It looked like him!

     In the first century AD, John the Apostle saw Jesus and drew the image of his teacher for us: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  Our problem comes when we try to draw our own images.  Try instead the image of Jesus.  John says that the image contains grace, truth and most of all the glory of God.  
     Eighteen-year-old Jennifer Conner, a New York teen with a high hairdo, was diagnosed with hearing loss and a serious ear infection.  Her physician said her ears were clogged with hair spray.  We could pick up some more results from pursuing vainglory.  

     The Romans says, “They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator.”  Many people try to exchange truth for a lie, and pursue the created things instead of the creator.  What we ought to do is restore this generation which worships more the created images.  That’s what Cain, the first son of Adam, did in his days.  Bible says this: “So Cain went out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.”  Nod was the place to which the wanderers were gathering.  Cain, the exchanger-of-Glory-of-God-to-the-created-things, also turned to be a wanderer.  We are still wandering with so many people around one image today and another tomorrow.  The Romans, however, tells a good news:  “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.”

     Here is a hope toward us one another.  You and I are still kept the God’s invisible qualities which are his power and divine nature.  We are still the candidates for the glory.    
     We see the biggest crisis of refugees in Europe in a large scale since World War Second.  Many people left their home to reach asylums, wandering ceaselessly.  It was reported that they left their homeland because they lost their trust in the land.  They lost their faith.  We have lost our faith too.  What is our problem?

     Again the Romans says this: “Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.”  The depraved mind says to us, “I am not qualified.”  We are ashamed and lost confidence.  We lose confidence in our land but have lost our trust in our image first.  That’s our shameful cause.  The reason why we do what we ought not to is that we think we are unqualified.  Without trust, there will be no good relations in man and land and environment at large.  

     But still, we have hope and good news which says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes.”  If we believe that our true image is found in Jesus who is the glory of God, we all are saved from our crisis.  More than that, we are empowered.  In us are walking together His glory and His power side by side.  Let’s put aside drawing our own images to improve the situations; instead, believe the good news.  “Jesus is our true glory and honor.”  God’s concern is whether we acknowledge and appreciate the glory or not.  Let me illustrate it using another quote: “Man’s thought is always of the punishment that will come to him if he sins, but God’s thought is always of the glory man will miss if he sins.”  You are all to be the glory of God in Jesus.  Our best image is the glory of God found in Jesus.  Our best shot is taken (or drawn)!  We’re honored.  Peace in Jesus.   
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