A teacher asked a pop quiz to his student.  “I want to introduce a marvelous machine.  There is no better machine than I now am going to explain about.  This machine is composed of 27 parts and its length is less than 10 inches.  Well used, it can produce a sky-rocketing tower, a deep well beneath the bottom of the sea, and a tiny craft which cannot be seen even by the microscope.  What is it?”  The answer was human hand.  With only 27 bones and short length, however, there is almost nothing it cannot make.  

   How about God’s hand?  Believe it or not, Jean Pierre de Causssade (1675-1751) once wrote his observation.  

   “All created things are living in the Hand of God.  The senses see only the action of the creature; but faith sees in everything the action of God.”
   Bible says that God sent an acting agent as his hand, and it’s called the Holy Spirit.  And it can produce a really astonishing thing for us all.   

   “The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace.”  

   Through the power of the Holy Spirit, our mind-set which is the way of thinking becomes life giving and peace making.  Not only that, we hear more.  

   “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God.”
   God’s hand(s) will lead us off on the one hand; and encourage  us on the other hand.  Being encouraged, we can go further and further when doing our project, plan and performance. Encouragement is constantly given as we are the children of God.  

   For years William Wilberforce pushed Britain’s Parliament to abolish slavery.  Discouraged, he was about to give up.  His elderly friend, John Wesley, heard of it and from his deathbed called for pen and paper.

   With trembling hand, Wesley wrote: “Unless God had raised you up for this very thing, you will be worn out by the opposition of men and devils.  But if God be for you, who can be against you?  Are all of them stronger than God?  Oh, be not weary of well-doing!  Go on, in the name of God and in the power of his might, till even American slavery shall vanish away before it.”
   Wesley died six days later.  But Wilberforce fought for forty-five more years and in 1833, three days before his own death, saw slavery abolished in Britain.  

   We all need encouragement and the God’s hand, the Holy Spirit, will give it to you.  You will be encouraged by your Heavenly Father when you believe his hands and rely on them.  Like the boy in the following story, you will like the handy Father above.   It’s a confession perhaps from you.  

   “When I was a boy of 14, my father was so ignorant; I could hardly stand to have the old man around.  But when I got to be 21, I was astonished at how much the old man had learned in seven years!”  

   Your Father has been there always.  Now you need his encouragement!  You need his hands which is much more reliable than your own.  Be led by them, and you will be productive in your projects, plans and performances.   But here is more; be an acting agent of God’s hands in this world!  You have received His life, peace so that you are encouraged to share and give them to others.  
Bible asks, “Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm (and his hands) of the Lord been revealed?”  I hope you would say: “I do have!”   Peace in Jesus.  
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