A traveler nearing a great city asked an old man seated by the road, “What are the people like in this city?”  The man replied, “What were they like where you came from?”  “A terrible lot,” the traveler reported.  “Mean, untrustworthy, detestable in all respects.”  “Ah,” said the old man.  “You will find them the same in the city ahead.”  

   Scarcely had the first traveler gone on his way when another stopped to inquire about the people in the city before him.  Again the old man asked about the people in the place the traveler had just left.  “They were fine people, honest, industrious, and generous to a fault.  I was sorry to leave,” declared the second traveler.  Responded the wise one, “So you will find them in the city ahead.”  

   Have you found good neighbors so far in your new community?  Or lots of terrible?  Good luck in your new address no matter what pressure you may be in.  A woman was interviewed by reporters on her 102nd birthday.  When asked about the benefits of living past the century mark, she answered, “No peer pressure!”  
   Sooner or later, we need to change address from our old being, such as old habits and practices.  Change is however a risky business.  
   From time to time, the lobsters have to leave their shells in order to grow.  They need the shell to protect them from being torn apart, yet when they grow, the old shell must be abandoned.  If they did not abandon it, the old shell would soon become their prison – and finally their casket.  The tricky part for the lobster is the brief period of time between when the old shell is discarded and the new one is formed.  During that terribly vulnerable period, the transition must be scary to the lobster.  Currents gleefully cartwheel them from coral to kelp.  Hungry schools of fish are ready to make them a part of their food chain.  For awhile at least, the old shell must look pretty good.  

   We are not so different from lobsters.  To change and grow, we must sometimes shed our shells – a structure, a framework – we’ve depended on.  We leave our shells behind to move in a new address.  

   Bible says about our old being which is our old address, ruled by two different laws (like principles, standards or habits).  “So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?”  A feeling of being prisoner of the law of sin!  If you feel this way, you don’t have to despair; here is good news to move into a new address.  

   “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”  We move in Christ, our new address ever.  Now you will have the new Spirit who gives you new principles, new standards, new practices, and new habits formed everyday.  It’s kind of Brian Adams’ title, but a lot more than that: it’s new day and new ADDRESS where I belong.  
It's a new world, it's a new start
It's alive with the beating of young hearts
It's a new day, it's a new plan
I've been waiting for you

Here we are, we've just begun
And after all this time, our time has come
Yeah, here we are, still goin' strong
Right here in the place where we belong

Here I am, next to you
And suddenly the world is all brand new
Here I am, here I am, where I'm gonna stay
Now there's nothin' standin' in our way.  Peace in Jesus.   
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