An Ivy League graduate applied to a large company and had an interview.  The interviewer asked him: “What do you expect from our company?”  The proud young man replied, “I want to receive a thousand grand a year.  And do you have stock option?”  “Adding to that,” the interviewer said, “a fully covered medical insurance, five week vacation in summer and winter, half salary benefit after retire, and a sports car for the new employee.  Is it enough for you?”  The astonished man exclaimed, “Wow, really!”  The other calmly replied: “Of course, it’s a joke.  You started it!”  

     Bible teaches us against vain glory: “Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.”
     Actor Kevin Bacon recounted when his six-year-old son saw Footloose for the first time:  He said, “Hey, Dad, you know that thing in the movie where you swing from the rafters of that building?  That’s really cool, how did you do that?”  I said, “Well, I didn’t do that part . . . it was a stunt man.”  “What’s a stunt man?” he asked.  “That’s someone who dresses like me and does things I can’t do.”  “Oh,” he replied and walked out of the room looking a little confused.  
     A little later he said, “Hey, Dad, you know that thing in the movie where you spin around on the gym bar and land on your feet?  How did you do that?”  I said, “Well, I didn’t do that.  It was a gymnastics double.”  “What’s a gymnastics double?” he asked.  “That’s a guy who dresses in my clothes and does things I can’t do.”  There was silence from my son, then he asked in a concerned voice, “Dad, what did you do?”  “I got all the glory,” I sheepishly replied.  

     Sometimes we have vain glory which results in vain confidence.  But we also have real glory and confidence for ourselves.

     On a balmy October afternoon in 1982, Badger Stadium in Madison, Wisconsin, was packed.  More than sixty thousand die-hard University of Wisconsin supporters were watching their football team take on the Michigan State Spartans.  MSU had the better team.  What seemed odd, however, as the score became more lopsided, were the bursts of applause and shouts of joy from the Wisconsin fans.  How could they cheer when their team was losing?  
     It turned out that seventy miles away the Milwaukee Brewers were beating the St. Louis Cardinals in game three of the 1982 World Series.  Many of the fans in the stands were listening to portable radios and responding to something other than their immediate circumstances.  

     Bible confirms, “Through whom (Jesus Christ) we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we boast(rejoice) in the hope of the glory of God.  Not only so, but we also glory(rejoice) in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  perseverance, character; and character, hope.  And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.”  

     If you believe God through Jesus, you can boast and glory and rejoice because His love is poured out into you always even in time of suffering.  So the joy (the essence of your confidence) is yours, which comes from above.  
     C. S. Lewis observed, “Joy is never in our power and pleasure often is.”  The joy will be your true pride.  Peace in Jesus.  
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